
What is Peat Bed?

Peat Bed is a new and innovative poultry, dairy and dry stock cattle bedding material that 
has been specially formulated.

The Peat Bed products are made from super dry, super fine peat that is blended with a 
liming agent. The peat is harvested from peat fields using specially designed machinery.

The peat is then brought to our factory where it is screened to obtain the optimum particle 
size and then mixed with a liming agent. Peat Bed can be delivered in semi bulk bags.

• Keep the animal clean
• Maintain a healthy environment
• Creature comfort
• Cost effective
• Safe to use
• Easy to spread
• Easily Stored

One tonne bags of Peat Bedding available to be delivered 
nationwide. 

Why PeatBed? 

Keep the animal dry 

Of all of the available bedding materials, peat has the highest absorbency factor with the 
ability to absorb up to 10 times its own weight. The Super Fine particle size of Peat Bed 



allows for maximum coverage in a cubicle shed thereby keeping the cows dry and 
comfortable.

Keep the animal clean 

Because of its high absorbency, the cows will therefore be cleaner, and this greatly 
reduces the bacterial count and potential for mastitis.
Maintain a healthy environment
The special formulation of Peat Bed, with a pH above 8, keeps the harmful bacteria count 
as low as possible. The highly absorbent peat keeps the animal dry and therefore cleaner.

Creature comfort 

Cattle spend more than half their lives lying down. A dairy cow lies down and rises around 
16 times every day, which means between 5 000 to 7 000 times in a year! The cushioning 
effect of Peat Bed helps to increase the level of comfort whilst reducing animal injuries and 
abrasions.

Cost effective 

The peat is harvested during the summer months and stored under cover until required. 
Peat Bed is then manufactured on a large scale using its own dedicated screening, mixing 
and production line. Producing large volumes is key to reducing the cost per unit. Harte 
Peat also have a nationwide distribution network, using their own fleet of delivery trucks 
and distribution centres. This makes Peat Bed the most cost effective material.

Safe to use 

Peat is a natural product with no toxins or contaminants. There is no risk of any foreign 
objects getting into the product, which may be harmful to animals. From a farmer’s point of 
view, the product is very clean, dry and easy to handle and very easy to work with when 
spreading on cubicles.

Easy to spread on land 

Due to its very fine particle size, the peat remains suspended in the slurry when in a tank, 
therefore it is easy to extract from the tank and to spread on the land. With its high pH and 
soil conditioning characteristics, the use of Peat Bed adds value to the slurry for spreading 
on land.

Easily stored 

Peat Bed comes in different bag sizes - 50 litre bag, 1.0m3 bag, 2.0m3 bag. These bags 
are easily stackable on pallets. The product will last for months in storage without any 
deterioration in quality.



Peat Bedding for Dairy Stock 

Dairy Cows are with us for many years and content, healthy cows are proven to be better 
milk producers. Peat Bed, have specially formulated a new and innovative bedding 
material for use in the dairy industry, particularly on cubicles.

The peat is harvested and screened to obtain the optimum particle size and then blended 
with a liming agent which ensures pH is neutral and keeps harmful bacteria at bay. Not 
only does Peat Bed ensure a clean, dry and comfortable cubicle for the animal, it also 
eliminates the need for the farmer to mix his bedding material with lime, saving time and 
effort.

Peat Bed will cause minimal problems in a slurry tank and when spread on land is the 
ideal soil conditioner.

Peat Bed is made from an ultra-fine, super dry peat which is blended with a liming agent. 

Peat bed is available for delivery Nationwide in a range of packaging to suit the needs and 
budgets of farmers. We provide semi-bulk bags or bulk lorry loads.

Video: 

https://youtu.be/eA0zS25uTHQ

https://youtu.be/eA0zS25uTHQ


Poultry Bedding 

Ensuring poultry units are cost effective and healthy for the crop is the primary concern for 
all Laying Hen, broiler chickens, duck, and turkey and farmers.

Bedding your poultry in comfort and cleanliness is a key factor in the health and 
productivity of your crop.  Beddings are not just there to absorb moisture and excrements 
from your birds but also to maintain comfort and health in their housed environment. So, 

Why is Peat Bedding a better choice than Straw or Wood Shavings? 

The Facts:

Moisture Absorption 

With wood chips and wood shavings, (depending on the tree type and particle size) there 
is an absorption rate between 2.5 and 4.0. So, even the best Wood Shavings (if they are 
sized correctly for bedding) will hold 4 times their own weight in moisture. Chopped Straw 
does not do well in the absorption to weight ration clocking at best 2.5 time’s it’s own 
weight in moisture absorption.  This will cause knock on effects such as additional layers of 
bedding, which can harbour and promote cells of bacteria and pathogens. Peat Bedding 
Holds 10 times it’s own Weight in water. So I KG of Peat will hold 10 Litres of Water or 
moisture. In average conditions a single application of Peat Bedding will maintain a Clean 
Dry and healthy environment for your crop throughout its housed lifetime



PH Value 

Why is the PH Value of you bedding Important? Poultry urine has a high content ratio of 
active ammonia which has a PH Value of 11.6. Left untreated ammonia has a strong odour 
and of course holds and promotes bacteriaStraw has an average PH Value between 8.5 
and 9.5 which does very little to counter the ammonia PH level. Wood shavings (Douglas 
Fir for Instance) has a Ph Value of 6  which will only marginally counter the negative 
environmental effects of the Ammonia. But Peat bedding is the winner again with a VERY 
LOW PH value of 4, which, will totally neutralise the High alkaline Value of the Ammonia in 
Poultry Urine promoting a healthier environment for your poultry to grow in. 

PH and Bacteria 

Laboratory Research has shown that Bacteria and pathogens have severe negative health 
effects on your poultry. Your poultry crop will not thrive in high PH environments. Chopped 
Straw’s relatively neutral Ph value does very little to stop bacteria and Pathogen growth. 
While wood shavings do have a low ph value, most shavings available on the market are 
of mixed woods and have varying and undependable PH values  Peat bedding’s 
consistent value of 4 gives a safer, more dependable way of bedding your poultry. 

Spreading the Wealth 

Without prolonged storage spreading soiled wood shaving and straw as fertiliser on 
farming lands results in reduced nitrogen levels for the soil. In contrast spreading enriched 
Peat Bedding is a soil conditioner directly from your poultry unit is a net gain in both 
nitrogen and phosphorus in the lands it is spread on.

Poultry Comfort 

Every farmer knows the more comfortable and healthy any farmed animal is, the better it 
will thrive and the more profit it will make. Straw and Wood Shaving beddings can cause or 
promote legions and other foot ailments in your poultry crop. Chickens natural habitat is to 
scrape, scratch and dust them selves. Peat Bedding promotes this natural animal habit 
and with it’s high moisture absorption rate eliminates caking often found in traditional 
bedding underneath your drinkers and at the edges of your unit.  With the extended House 
time for laying Hens Using peat bedding gives you 10 - 1 moisture absorbency. That 
means less scratch bedding change.

Video: 

https://youtu.be/_V06TdAGtSw

Dry Stock Bedding 
 

https://youtu.be/_V06TdAGtSw


We apply bedding to keep the animal dry, clean, maintain a healthy environment, and 
promote it’s creature comfort. It must be cost effective, safe to use, easily stored and of 
course, have an after use value. Cattle and other dry stock will readily lie on comfortable 
and dry bedding material. 

A dry bed will reduce humidity in the shed, and result in less contact with dung and urine. 
This gives a reduction in the animals risk to disease and exposure. It will also result in less 
finished cattle needing ‘clipping’ prior to sale.

Video: 

https://youtu.be/TDb8ZIPtBQ4

Peat Bed, supply a dry house livestock bedding material that is used with beef cattle, dry 
cows, calves, horses and sheep. This Fibrous bedding is  a highly absorbent material 
which keeps livestock warm, clean and dry with minimal labour.  The bedding is cost 
effective, last for months and can be immediately  spread on the land after use, adding 
nutrients and conditioning your soil without depleting Nitrogen levels the way Straw and 
Wood shavings do.

Moisture Absorption 

With wood chips and wood shavings, (depending on the tree type and particle size) there 
is an absorption rate between 2.5 and 4.0. So, even the best Wood Shavings (if they are 
sized correctly for Dry Stock bedding) will hold 4 times their own weight in moisture. 
Chopped Straw does not do well in the absorption to weight ration clocking at best 2.5 
time’s it’s own weight in moisture absorption.  This will cause knock on effects such as 

https://youtu.be/TDb8ZIPtBQ4


additional layers of bedding, which can harbour and promote cells of bacteria and 
pathogens. Peat Bedding Holds 10 times it’s own Weight in water. So I KG of Peat will hold 
10 Liters of Water or moisture. In average conditions a single application of Peat Bedding 
will maintain a Clean Dry and healthy environment for your crop throughout its housed 
lifetime

Sphagnum Moss (a natural anti septic) and a component of Peat Bedding reduces  or 
eliminates  the use of iodine for calves, keeping them healthy and scour free. In average 
conditions 15-20 cm of Peat Bedding will maintain a Clean Dry and healthy environment 
for your dry stock for 6 weeks. 


